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Teacher’s Day Special: Going beyond the call

Hardship experience
helps him help others

Primary 6 pupil Emmanuel Soh, who has Asperger’s Syndrome, struggled with English until he joined an English foundation class led by Mrs Wang-Lim Ai Lian (left).
Her constant care and guidance helped him develop an interest in the subject. With them is Emmanuel’s father, Mr Daniel Soh. ST PHOTO: AZMI ATHNI

Helping kids with
special needs to shine
Teacher of 22 years has devoted career to
helping pupils overcome their limitations
Rachel Oh

EMPOWER MORE TEACHERS

I want more teachers
to be on board with it
and to embrace it ... so
that every teacher can
be empowered to
make a difference.

’’

MRS WANG-LIM AI LIAN, on having a more
inclusive education system .

When Primary 3 pupil Eva Ng shyly
offered a paper rose to Mrs
Wang-Lim Ai Lian during recess
last Wednesday, the girl’s eyes
were full of admiration.
“Mrs Wang, this is for you,” she
chirped. The nine-year-old is just
one of the many pupils with learning difficulties whom Mrs Wang,
43, reaches out to on a daily basis at
Holy Innocents’ Primary School.
The teacher of 22 years specialises in teaching pupils who make
slower progress or have special
needs, and has devoted her career
to connecting with these children.
Inspired by her Secondary 4
teacher’s guidance and care, Mrs

Wang became a teacher at 21, started work at Holy Innocents’ and has
continued to teach there.
The few interactions she had
with special needs pupils revealed a
bright spark in them that Mrs Wang
believed could “be polished to
shine brighter”. She decided to be
trained in how to educate them.
“We see more and more special
needs kids in mainstream schools,
and we need to help them find their
success,” said Mrs Wang, who is
head of department for character
and citizenship education. “We
need to let them know that they can
overcome their limitations.”
Mrs Wang does exactly this in the
case of Emmanuel Soh, a Primary 6
pupil with autism in the form of
Asperger’s Syndrome. The polite
and well-spoken 12-year-old has
been failing his English examinations since Primary 1.
His father Daniel Soh, 48, said
that being in a non-foundation Eng-

lish class put a damper on his son’s
self-esteem. “He struggled and became reluctant to do his homework
because it was failure after failure,”
said Mr Soh, who is self-employed.
In Primary 6 this year, Emmanuel
joined Mrs Wang’s English foundation class for pupils with special
needs. While he initially felt inhibited in a new class, constant care and
guidance from her gave him confidence. Class activities customised
by Mrs Wang for special needs pupils such as word games and quizzes soon led Emmanuel to develop
an interest in the subject and he
worked hard and eventually passed
the subject. He now enjoys the quizzes and his favourite word game in
class is ‘Hangman’.
“Previously we had to verbally encourage him to do his homework,
but now I only need to verbally encourage him to come out to eat dinner,” his father joked.
Getting special needs children to
love learning while reaching out to
their parents is challenging, but
Mrs Wang says it is all worthwhile.
“When I see these kids experience
success, the joy on their faces is my
greatest satisfaction.”
She hopes for an education system that is more inclusive. “I want
more teachers to be on board with
it and to embrace it ... so that every
teacher can be empowered to make
a difference.”

After failing his Primary School
Leaving Examination (PSLE) at
the age of 14, Mr Ravindran Kanna
was struck by how sad it made his
father.
With a newfound resolve, he
went on to juggle full-time work
and part-time studies in polytechnic and university for the next 16
years.
He initially studied engineering,
but switched paths after he realised the importance of education,
and became a teacher in 2002.
It was his experience with hardship that made him more able to
empathise with the struggles his
pupils face.
“It’s very important as a teacher
to connect with your students so
that you can understand where
they come from and what the issue is,” said Mr Ravindran, who
teaches English, mathematics and
science at Bukit Panjang Primary
School.
The 46-year-old is also the
school’s head of department for
citizenship and character education, and has published a motivational self-help book about his
journey titled The Other Singapore Story.
An ex-pupil of his, Ms Lee Chin
Jing, now 19, was in tears when
she received what she felt were unsatisfactory PSLE results seven
years ago.
“My results weren’t good
enough for me to go to the school I

wanted, but Mr Ravi told me that
it wasn’t the end, and that I could
continue on to secondary school
and treasure the chance I had to
continue studying,” said Ms Lee,
who is now pursuing her studies
at Millennia Institute.
At the time, she approached Mr
Ravindran because he was a teacher with whom she was familiar.
She also believes he was an appropriate person to give advice on
the issue because of his past experiences. “Those who have been
through it will understand more,”
she said.
Muhammad Firdaus, now a Secondary 2 student at Unity Secondary School, used to do his homework late into the night and call
Mr Ravindran if he had any questions.
Said the 14-year-old: “If he
didn’t answer his phone, he would
get back to me as soon as possible
even though it wasn’t during
school hours.”
Mr Ravindran feels that students should be able to choose
their own education paths.
“I feel that some parents dictate
educational aspirations for their
children without involving them
in the decision-making process,”
said the father of two sons.
“Students must be given the opportunity to choose what they
want to do.”
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Mr Ravindran
and three of his
former pupils
(from left):
Theijes Menon,
13; Lee Chin
Jing, 19; and
Muhammad
Firdaus, 14.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Reading the mind
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IF THE human mind fascinates you,
consider enrolling in Oklahoma
City University’s Bachelor of Science (in Behavioural Studies with
concentration in Psychology).
The programme, offered at MDIS,
is one of the most cutting-edge here,
says Professor Melissa Hakman
(left), associate professor and chair
of Oklahoma City University’s Psychology Department.
“ Within this field, there are
many areas of emphasis such as
clinical or counselling, cognitive
and neurobiology, health, social,

and developmental psychology,”
she adds.
The 18-month full-time or parttime degree is fully taught by
Oklahoma City University faculty.
It comprises 15 modules, inclusive
of a three-week on-campus residency at the university.
With an emphasis on the American Psychological Association’s
“scientist/practitioner” model,
the curriculum provides a firm
foundation in critical thinking,
report writing, research methods
and statistics.

MORE than 50 per cent of ESSEC
& Mannheim Executive MBA
Asia-Pacific’s 2014-2015 cohort
have received promotions at work
since they started the course.
The 15-month modular programme at ESSEC Business
School, Asia Pacific, addresses
the ever-changing demands on
senior management operating
across Asia.
Its innovative curriculum incorporates the latest business
trends in topics such as Big Data,
Family Business, Value-creating In-

entrepreneurial skills through
real-life consulting projects.
Says the programme’s director Professor Cedomir
Nestorovic: “Our delivery is
based on an inclusive learning approach that reflects
the melting pot of views of a
diverse Asia-Paciﬁc region.
“The programme’s content is
international with a pan-Asia
core as it addresses the uniquePHOTO: ESSEC BUSINESS SCHOOL, ASIA PACIFIC
ness of Asia-based cases and
novation, and Branding with Digital business models, while preserving
and Social Networks. It also drives its universal qualities.”

Providing better care

Primed for
success

INPUTS from business leaders are
regularly sought to keep Curtin Business School’s principal Bachelor of
Commerce course at the forefront.
Awarded by Curtin University
of Technology, the two-year fulltime course offers a range of business specialisations, and imparts
transferable skills and knowledge
in verbal and interpersonal communication, critical thinking and
problem solving, negotiation and
time management.

Climb to the top
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Curtin Business School is accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB) International.
Professor Tony Travaglione, pro
vice-chancellor of the faculty, says:
“Only the top 5 per cent of busi-

ness schools are awarded AACSB
accreditation. Our graduates are
internationally recognised by top
employers and can leverage this accreditation to gain entry to courses at other A ACSB-accredited
schools.”

AS POPULATIONS around the
world age and chronic diseases
rise, demand for healthcare management professionals has grown,
says Dr Kelvin Wong (right), head
of school, MDIS’ School of Health
& Life Sciences.
MDIS’ Master of Science in Health
Sciences (Management) awarded
by Northumbria University, United Kingdom, provides insights into
research skills, managing health
improvement through social marketing, strategic management of
healthcare and global health issues.
Graduates will be primed to re-

spond better to situations faced in
public and private hospitals, managed care organisations and physician practices; enhancing their
chances of advancement to administrative or leadership positions.
In the UK, Northumbria University is ranked 32nd for Health
Professions by the Guardian University Guide 2017, and is grouped
in the top quartile for its research
power in Allied Health Sciences
and Nursing (Research Excellence
Framework 2014).
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